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Fear and Cannibals

Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things. For you died, and your life 
is now hidden with Christ in God. 
Colossians 3:2-3 

When the 19th-century missionary, James Calvert, left on a ship 
with his wife and team of associates to take the Gospel to the 
cannibals of Fiji, the ship's captain warned him: 

If you put yourself in the midst of these savages, 
you will lose your life and the lives of those who 
came with you. Calvert replied, "We died before we 
got here." 

Often these mission stories impress us, but they also frighten us. 
We don't see ourselves on the same level as those brave and 
passionate Christians for Jesus. We don’t see ourselves becoming 
suicidal lunatics, but we can learn from people like Calvert, that 
to die to ourselves and our comfort zone of this earthly life is to 
wake up to the true, wonderful, and extraordinary eternal life in 
Christ. In the process of letting go of our comfort zone, the only 
thing we truly lose is our fear. Consequently, we then 
experience the safety and joy of living a productive and amazing 
life, a passionate life in which we are free to do amazing things 
for God and His eternal Kingdom. 

After 18 years of preaching the good news amongst the 
cannibals, Calvert saw many people transformed by Christ, 
including the king of Fiji himself. 

May God help us to die to our earthly desires in 
order to experience a true life centered on God's 
mission and the salvation of the souls of this 
generation. 














